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              Council Chambers 

              Public Hearing 

              March 12, 2018 

              7:30 p.m. 

 

 

Pres. Arnold called to order the public hearing on Item #1 on tonight’s Council Agenda, an 

ordinance approving the action of the Planning Commission of the City of Chillicothe in rezoning 

property located at 1285 Western Avenue, Chillicothe, Ohio from Single Family Residential (R1) 

to General Commercial (GC), with the following eight members present: Fairchild, Fleurima, 

Hines, Kerney, Neal, Patrick, Proehl and Tatman. (Mrs. Corcoran absent.) There were one media 

representative and six other visitors present, in addition to Mayor Feeney, City Law Director 

Rutherford, and City Auditor Spetnagel. The public hearing was broadcast live by Spectrum and 

by Horizonview.  

 

Mr. Tatman, as chairman of the Engineering Committee, inquired if any member of Council or 

any city official wished to be heard. There being no response, Mr. Tatman inquired if any 

member of the public wished to be heard. There again being no response, Pres. Arnold declared 

the public hearing closed at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

_________________________________                 ____________________________________ 

Clerk of Council               President of Council 

 

 

    Council Chambers 

              Regular Meeting 

              March 12, 2018 

              7:30 p.m. 

           

                                                                                                                      

Council met in regular session with the following eight members present: Fairchild, Fleurima, 

Hines, Kerney, Neal, Patrick, Proehl and Tatman. (Mrs. Corcoran absent.) There were two media 

representatives and six other visitors present, in addition to Mayor Feeney, City Law Director 

Rutherford and City Auditor Spetnagel. The meeting was broadcast live by Spectrum and by 

Horizonview.  

 

Mrs. Neal moved and Dr. Kerney seconded that Council excuse the absence of Mrs. Corcoran. 

All eight members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted.  

 

Pres. Arnold led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

Mr. Hines moved and Mr. Fleurima seconded that the minutes of the regular meeting of February 

26, 2018, be accepted and approved, as submitted by the Clerk.  All eight members present voted 

“yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Finance and Technology Committees: 

 

Mr. Proehl reported on Item #9 to appropriate $12,198.41 to cover brought forward and carry 

forward monies that were excluded in the 2017 appropriations to the 2018 budget, on tonight’s 

agenda for its first reading. He said that he will seek to pass this item tonight.  

 

Development Committee: 

 

Mrs. Neal reported on Item #2 to authorize the Mayor to support an agreement with Three 

Amigos Chillicothe LLC, providing for a Community Reinvestment Area tax exemption of 

seventy-five percent for fifteen years, on tonight’s agenda for its third reading. Mrs. Neal moved 

and Mr. Fleurima seconded that Item #2 be amended by substituting the new version, copies of 

which were distributed tonight, for the original version. All eight members present voted “yea” 

and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted, ruling that the amendment does not constitute a 

substantial change and that Item #2 will therefore remain at third reading status. Mrs. Neal said  
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that the amendment is to reduce the length of time for the tax abatement to twelve years instead of 

fifteen years. She urged a favorable vote on passage of this item tonight.  

  

Engineering Committee: 

 

Mr. Tatman reported on Item #1 to approve the action of the Planning Commission in rezoning 

the property located at 1285 Western Avenue from Single Family Residential (RI) to General 

Commercial (GC), on tonight’s agenda for its third reading. Mr. Tatman reported on Item #3 to 

authorize traffic and signal changes in the area of two new city school buildings located in the 

areas of Arch Street, Chestnut Street, Cherry Street, Mill Street and Allen Avenue, on tonight’s 

agenda for its third reading.  

 

City Services Committee: 

 

Mr. Hines reported on Item #4 to approve the Solid Waste Management Plan, on tonight’s agenda 

for its third reading. Mr. Hines reported on Item #5 to authorize the City to participate in the 

ODOT Cooperative Purchasing Program for Road Salt, on tonight’s agenda for its third reading.  

 

Human Resources Committee: 

 

Ms. Fairchild reported on Item #10 to amend Section 131.02 of the Codified Ordinances of the 

City of Chillicothe, Ohio, on tonight’s agenda for its second reading. She said that this has to do 

with the compensation of the members of the Chillicothe Civil Service Commission. 

  

Safety Services Committee: 

 

Mr. Fleurima reported on Item #6 to appropriate $20,039.00 for the purchase of six driver 

feedback signs for traffic control, on tonight’s agenda for its second reading. Mr. Fleurima 

reported on Item #8 to amend Section 138.04(a) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Chillicothe, on tonight’s agenda for its second reading. He said that this will reduce the number of 

the members on the Nuisance Abatement Board from six to five.  

 

Utilities/Transit Committee: 

 

Mrs. Patrick said that the Utilities Rate Review Commission met and decided to increase the 

sewer rates by 4%, but to leave the water rates as they are. She indicated that the Utilities 

Committee will be proposing legislation to reflect this.  

 

Community Affairs Committee: 

 

Dr. Kerney announced that the Community Affairs Committee will meet this Wednesday evening 

immediately after the City Services Committee meeting to discuss assignment 18-026 requesting 

legislation to accept a partnership agreement with the City and Ross County for the application 

and administration of the PY2018 Community Housing Impact and Preservation (CHIP).    

 

    REPORTS OF OFFICIALS 

 

Report of Mayor Feeney: 

 

Mayor Feeney urged passage of Item #2 tonight, indicating that this is the second time in the past 

five years that the City has granted the CRA abatement as an economic development tool for the 

downtown area, with the earlier CRA abatement being granted for the reconstructed Carlisle 

Building. He said that he met with the Ross County Board of Commissioners to discuss Item #4, 

approving the Solid Waste Management Plan, and he urges passage of this item tonight as well. 

Mayor Feeney noted that two recently repaved streets in town, Applewood Drive and Carlisle 

Hill, have areas where the asphalt has suffered weather related damage. He said that the continued 

cold and inclement weather makes it difficult to patch these areas but that this will be done as 

soon as possible. He indicated that he will come to Council for an appropriation of funds for this 

if needed. On the matter of the Renick Avenue yard waste site, Mayor Feeney said that he has 

heard from the neighbors and that he has received telephone calls on this. He indicated that there 

are a number of options, with some being more costly than others, and that he will be submitting 

a plan to Council soon to address this. The reinstitution of the annual yard waste pickup program 

will help, he said. Also, he said that he is requesting that Council again approve a community 

wide yard sale for this year, to be scheduled for the first weekend in June. He indicated that this  
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will be followed by the annual large item pickup program, with the areas to be picked up being in 

accordance with the refuse pickup schedule during successive weeks. In addition, he announced 

that this year the City will have an auction of surplus city owned equipment, probably to take 

place during the month of June. Mayor Feeney concluded his report by requesting that he be 

notified if the chair of a committee of council needs to have somebody from the administration, or 

him, present at a committee meeting, or if any particular information or material is needed for a 

committee meeting. 

 

Report of Auditor Spetnagel: 

 

City Auditor Spetnagel commented on Item #9, stating that there are a number of invoices that 

this covers and that these need to be paid. She urged passage of this item tonight. 

 

Report of Law Director Rutherford: 

 

City Law Director Rutherford announced that she has revamped the forms to be used to request a 

legal opinion from her office.  

 

    AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 

Danielle Tucker of 128 Rio Drive said that she owns R Kitchen and that she has personal and 

business concerns about the Feast of the Flowering Moon. She said that it interferes with the 

businesses downtown, who have to shut down while it is going on. She said that many of the 

business owners like the Feast, but that all agree that it is disruptive to their businesses. She said 

that most, or about 90%, end up just closing up on Thursday and losing business for the 

remainder of the week. She stated that we all feel that it is unfair to have it put on our businesses, 

and she requested that consideration be given to moving it down into the City Park.  

 

Sheldon Andrus of 105 South Paint Street stated that he agrees with the statements made by 

Danielle Tucker. He said that he owns The Madison on Paint, and that later this month he will 

also be opening OMG Rotisserie at 59 North Paint Street. He contended that he cannot afford to 

close this new business for the week of the Feast, and said that he understands that there may be a 

problem with the electric service in the City Park. He said that he also owns the Burrito Buggy in 

Athens, Ohio. He indicated that he is willing to work with City Council on this. 

 

Randy Davies, CEO of the Ross Chillicothe Chamber of Commerce, of 45 East Main Street, said 

that he thanks the business owners for their input on this issue, and that he is sensitive to their 

concerns about the loss of earnings during the Feast, as well as the loss of pay of their employees 

and the city’s loss of tax revenues. He said that he has been working with Mayor Feeney in order 

to try to come up with alternatives and a solution to the problem. He noted that the Feast of the 

Flowering Moon is celebrating its 35th year this year. Mayor Feeney responded, saying that he 

thinks that the Feast is an interesting topic and that while others have commented upon what it 

once was, he only knows what it is now, not what it used to be. He said that he did attend a 

meeting of the downtown business group to discuss the subject. He said that other communities 

have large downtown fairs or festivals, and that we have worked quite a bit with the management 

of the Feast this year in order to try to reduce the impact on the established downtown businesses. 

For one thing, he said that it has been decided to have all of the vendors on North Paint Street 

located in the middle of the street so that there will still be access to the storefronts. In addition, 

he said that they are encouraging the businesses to have sidewalk sales and other promotions 

during the Feast. He said that the vendors themselves have said that they would actually prefer to 

be located in the middle of the street. Pres. Arnold also weighed in, stating that he has owned and 

operated a downtown business himself for the past thirty-one years, and that over the years he has 

participated in the Feast, although he does close his business on Saturday. He said that with 

regard to the suggestion that it be moved into the City Park, he is not in favor of this. Instead, he 

indicated that he tries to showcase his business there on Water Street with sales, having cars on 

display, and other stunts. In fact, he said that when they had the Farmers Festival in the City Park, 

the front of his business just became a “parking lot” for those attending it. He said that he does 

not like that because it draws a bunch of people downtown who spend nothing at the downtown 

businesses but just park their cars and go into the park. He said that he agrees that it is a matter of 

coordination, and he urged other downtown businesses to showcase their own businesses like he 

does. He said that this could include passing out flyers to advertise the businesses or even to have 

coupons for specials. He said that he has had many customers from out of town tell him during 

the Feast that they were unaware of the existence of his business, and he said that they returned 

later on after the Feast to make purchases or to have their vehicles serviced.         
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   COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS AND CALENDAR 

 

Pres. Arnold announced the following additional Council committee assignments for inclusion in 

the Journal of Council: 

18-020-City Services-request to review 3 options for legislation to have the yard waste removed 

from Renick Ave. site and when completed continue to maintain site with removal on a regular 

basis; 

18-021-Parks & Rec-request for legislation granting the 35th Feast of the Flowering Moon the use 

of the City Park and surrounding streets; 

18-022-Finance-request for legislation to accept and appropriate $5,480.93 from insurance 

received for repairs to a city vehicle; 

180-023-Safety Services-request for legislation to accept and appropriate $4,680.00 received 

from the Ohio Department of Commerce State Fire Marshall from a grant to the Fire Department 

to be used for the annual fees of the MARCS radios; 

18-024-request for legislation to accept the 2018 replacement pages of the codified ordinances as 

printed by the Walter Drane Company;  

18-025-request for legislation per Ordinance 22-00 and 23-00 to increase the annual sewer rate by 

4%; and 

18-026-Community Affairs-request for legislation to accept a partnership agreement with the City 

and Ross County for the application and administration of the PY2018 Community Housing 

Impact and Preservation (CHIP). 

Pres. Arnold reminded everyone of the scheduling of meetings on the 14th of March of the City 

Services Committee and of the Community Affairs Committee; of meetings on the 19th of March 

of the Development Committee and of the Strategic Planning Committee; and of the meeting on 

the 26th of March of the Development Committee.  

 

READING AND PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION 

 

 

Ord. No. 11-18 approving the action of the Planning Commission of the City of Chillicothe in 

rezoning property located at 1285 Western Avenue, Chillicothe, Ohio from Single Family 

Residential (R1) to General Commercial (GC) was read for the third time by title only. On final 

passage, all eight members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 11-18 

adopted.  

 

Res. No. 1-18 authorizing the Mayor of the City of Chillicothe, Ohio to support an agreement 

with Three Amigos Chillicothe LLC, providing for a Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) tax 

exemption of seventy-five percent (75%) for twelve (12) years, and declaring an emergency was 

read for the third time by title only. On final passage, all eight members present voted “yea” and 

Pres. Arnold declared Resolution No. 1-18 adopted.  

 

An ordinance authorizing traffic and signal changes in the area of two new city school buildings 

located in the areas of Arch Street, Chestnut Street, Cherry Street, Mill Street and Allen Avenue, 

and declaring an emergency was read for the third time by title only.  

 

Ord. No. 12-18 approving the Solid Waste Management Plan, and declaring an emergency was 

read for the third time by title only. On final passage, all eight members present voted “yea” and 

Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 12-18 adopted. 

 

Ord. No. 13-18 authorizing the City to participate in the ODOT Cooperative Purchasing Program 

for Road Salt, and declaring an emergency was read for the third time by title only. On final 

passage, all eight members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 13-18 

adopted. 

 

An ordinance appropriating $20,039.00 for the purchase of six driver feedback signs for traffic 

control, and declaring an emergency was read for the second time by title only. 

 

An ordinance amending Section 131.02(A) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chillicothe, 

Ohio was read for the second time by title only. 

 

An ordinance amending Section 138.04(a) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chillicothe 

was read for the second time by title only. 
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Ord. No. 14-18 appropriating $12,198.41 to cover brought forward and carry forward monies that 

were excluded in the 2017 appropriations to the 2018 budget, and declaring an emergency was 

read for the first time by title only. Mr. Proehl moved and Mrs. Patrick seconded that the three 

reading rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All eight members present voted 

“yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All eight members present then voted “yea” 

on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 14-18 adopted.  

     

Mr. Fleurima moved and Ms. Fairchild seconded that the regular meeting be adjourned.  All eight 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Adjourned at 8:15 

p.m. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Clerk of Council     President of Council 

 

 

    

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


